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| : | the MuRrDEzR, of | 4 
Airs. SUSANNAH FALKES.. her aw 


N BASS HE Priſoner Mary Ed- 
e mondſon was born at Cavar- 
U. ley near Leeds, in the County 
of J. Her Parents gave 
Her ſuch Education as ſuited their 
Circumſtances; ſhe under ſtood houſ- 
Hold. Affairs, and handled her Needle 
tolęrably well. 

lazy, idle Diſpoſition ; but ſome- 
y hat .pafſiopate, reſolute, and of 4 
znaſculine Spirit. Her Parents often 
<qamplained to their Friends and 


She was not of 4 


** 1 


Meighboury hav their Poll "Was 
headſtrong, ſelf-willed, uncontroulable 
and unadviſeable. To remedy'theſe 
growing Evils in their Daughter, they 
cauſed her to be inſtructed in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
by putting her to a ch Means ti 
ChibitpSehobl. by which Means 
Had all neceſſary and a 
tunities of going Chih, A ding 


the public Devotions, and hearing int 


Sermons. Thls was the Cate ther 


Parents - 


N 
15 
1 


_.v> 


EST: 


Parents took of her Education; and 


haa ſhe walked in thoſe Paths of Vir- 
tue preſcribed her by Religion and the 
Fear of God, ſhe had not thus, in 
the very Flower of her Age, met this 
unhappy Cataſtrophe. 
Ward the was arrived at the Age 
of Seventeen ſhe became remarkably 
headſtrong and hardy, and was ob- 


ſerved to be ſo daring, that it was 
ſoon out of the Power of her Parents, 


though they had taken the aforeſaid 
prudent Precautions, to keep her 
Spirit under. She could not bear 
to be rebuked. When this happened, 


once on a Time, from her Mother, 


on her being guilty of ſome great 
Crime, it threw her into ſuch a Paſ- 
ſion, that ſhe, catching np a Pen- 
knife which unluckily lay next her, 


violently made at her Mother, and 
ſtabbed her in the Belly, which 
Wound proved fo deep and dangerous 


chat it had like to have coſt her her 


Life. | 1 
FRon this Time it is not reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, there ever could be 
any Concord or Agreement between 
her Parents and ſhe; and therefore 
now they began to think of fending 


her out to Service, hoping, that by 
Means thereof ſhe might be cured of 


that raſh and headitrong Temper ſhe 
dice. 

Is the Summer Seaſon following 
the Attempt the Priſoner made to 
ſtab her Mother, Mrs. Suſannah Mal. 


ker, then a Widow, came down into 


Pork/ſhrre, and paying a Viſit to Mr, 


Richard Edmondſon and his Wife, 


who were her near Relations; and 


ſhe underſtanding that Mary their 
Daughter was intended by them to 
£0 to Service, offered to take her along 
with her to London, and there make 
her her Companion, | 

Wa may hete obſerve, the natural 
Partiality of Parents to their Offspring, 
they concealed the Faults of their 
Daughter, and particularly that moſt 
egregious one of all, the Attempt of 
ſtabbing of her own Mother, Had 


this been known to Mrs. Walker, it is 
more chan probable, ſhe would never 


have thought ot bringing her to Lon- 
. „F 
Bur though Mr. and Mrs. Edmond- 


ſon did not acquaint Mis. Valter with 


the Untowardiineſs and wicked Diſ- 
poſition of their Daughter, yet they 
did not neglect privately to adviſe her 
to reſtrain the inordinate and violent 
Sallies of her Paſſion, beg of her not 
to be eaſily provoked ; and deſired her 
to ſtudy to oblige her Aunt, with 


whom ſhe was ſhortly to go to live, 


for that ſhe had it in her Power to give 
her a Fortune, or leave her ſomething 


handſome at her Death, if her Conduct 


and Behaviour merited it. £2.50 

ALL which Admonition and Advice 
was received by the Priſonèr with Pro- 
teſtations of her Intentions to obſerve. 
them with great Exactneſs and Punc- 


tuality. To ſee London, and ſtand a 


Chance of getting a Fortune led her 
to make large Promiſes; and Parents, 
who are eaſily. perſuaded to think, (or 
at leaſt, to wiſh) well of their Chil- 
dren, -entertain ſtrong Hopes of their 
ſpeedy Reformation. We are always 
willing that ſhould come to paſs, we 
„ 5 with, 


.F FI 5 

wiſh, or that is for the Intereſt and Holy-day- making at that Seaſon; the 
Advantage of us and our Dependents, Prifoner reſented it ſo, that her Beha- 
Dx theſe Promiſes of Amend- viour from that Time had a viſible 
ment for the future, and on the Pri- Change towards her; the Priſoner af- 
ſoner's aſking her Mother Pardon for ter that, received all her Commands 
the high, Offence ſhe had attempted: with Inattention, and executed her 


to commit on her Perſon, the good Orders with the greateſt Reluctance; 


old Woman heartily '' forgave her and bereupon a continua! Quarrel 
Daughter, and then prayed to God enſued, ſo that neither Parties could be 
Almighty, to give her Grace to avoid eaſy with one or the other. 

even he very Beginnings and firſt * TiRED at length with the Per- 
Motions of ſuch wicked and 'cruel verſeneſs of the Priſoner's Behaviour, 
Adios. © © + the Aunt told her, that ſhe found that 
Towak ps the Decline of laſt Sum- ſhe did not anſwer her ExpeQations 
mer, Mrs. Walker, the Priſoner's in being to her, what ſhe ought to be, 
Aunt, having finiſhed her Stay in an agreeable Companion; and there- 
Yorkſhire, ſet out on, her Return to fore, that ſhe would ſee, and recom- 
ondon, leaving Directions with Mr, mend her, unleſs ſhe ſhould alter her 


Accident prevented her Arrival we ate She did not fail, at this Time, to let 
not told. Winter. coming oh, and* the Prifoner know, that ſhe bad made 
Wl alte, unn ber N ce, whom: ber Will greatly in Favour of- her; 
ſhe imagined Was a towardly young that ſhe had, ſince ſhe-had been wir 
Woman, and would make her an her, given her a Dozen of Shifts ; 
agreeable, Companion, rote a Letter half a Dozen of Aprons ; Caps, 
down to het Parents, della 8 them to Night- Caps, and two Suits of Clothes, 
ſehd her up dire by tlie Leeds gta 9 Sc. So. 48 wa * 1 Od ua 
Coach, "ind be world" hay” the Pen whahee® ve weg Sbigte 
"Chi . M ER 3 thät the Sin, ot rather Vice of In- 

© ACccoRDINGLY, , the Priſoner was gratitude, had to a monſtrous Degree 
ſent 15 Town the vety firſt Opporto- poſſeſſed the Soul of "this unkappy 
ny fret the Receipt of Mrs,” al. Wretch Mary Numondſen. It is an 
ker's Letter. It Was äboot the Mid- Exil, Youth in particular ſhould avoid, 
dle of Oober laſt When ſhe arrived for when it once: gets Poſſeſſion of 
at her Aunt's Houſe in Rotherhithe; theni, it cauſes them to deſpiſe the 

near, the Shepherd and Beg. 15 Council and Advice of their Parents, 

lived togelber from this Time tin Td of their Friends and Aequaintance, 


f 


Chritthqs. upon pretty, gbod Terſns; and of the Aged and Experienced: 
but Lee Rad by her Aunt for HowEvrk, from this Time; ot 
ſtahing dat one Evening” very late 4 very ſoon” after, "Mary Edmondſon 
: " 5; | B | ſeems 


, 


Edmondſon and Wife to ſend up their Conduct and Behaviour, to ſome good 
Daughter by ſuch a Time. But what Service as ſoon as the Spring came on. 


ſeems. firſt. to have projected the abo- 
minable Scheme of murdering her 
Aunt, as will appear by the Progreſſion. 
of it; and from what follows: 
T. HIS premeditated Contrivance, 
and wicked Reſolution of the Priſoner. 
to murder her Aunt, ſeems to appear 
from this Circumſtance: About a 


Fortnight before ſhe committed the 


Murder the Priſoner at Night went 
into the Yard, which adjoined to the 
back Part of the Houſe, and made a 


Noiſe by throwing down the Waſhing, 


Tubs, and then ran in and told her 
Aunt, that four Men had broke into 


the Yard. Whereupon the Neigh- 


bourhood was immediately alarmed, 
but none could be found. This was 
only introductory to that Scene 
Cruelty and Barbarity which ſhe in- 
tended ſhould follo p. 

ACCORDINGLY, tis preſumed, the 
Priſoner, having prepared all Things 
ſhe thought neceffary in order to mur- 
der her Aunt, en Priday the 23d of 
February laſt, between. the Hours of 


 Sevenand Eight o Clock at Night, ue 
went into the Yard, and there, as ſhe; 


had done before, ſne began to make 
a terrible and hideous Noiſe, by throww- 
ing down the Waſhing-Tubs upon 
the Stone Pavement. This ſhe con- 
tinued doing for ſome Time, when 
Mrs. Maller, then in the Parlour: 
miſſing her Niece, and wondering 


greatly at the Noiſe, called her ſeveral 


Times, but ſhe not anſwering, at 
length took a Reſolution to go and fee, 
what was the Meaning of the Noiſe 
made by the Fall of the Tubs in the 
Yard, ' Wherevpon, taking up the 


4 


[6 } 


Candle, then ſtanding before her on, 


a Table, ſhe went into the Waſb-. 

Houſe. The . Niece, perceiving her 
Aunt coming with a Light in her 
Hand, hid her ſelf. Upon which, ſhe 


looked about, and ſaw the Tubs flung 


down, but ſaw no Perſon whatever. 
Not being able to account for what 
ſhe ſaw, ſhe was about to return again 
into the Parlour to call her Neighbours 


to her Aſſiſtance; when the Niece, 


Ein her Aunt's Back towards 
er, ruſhed forth from her Lurking- 


Hole, ſeized her Aunt, and with a 


Caſe-knife cut her Throat; which 
ſhe did ſo effectually, that ſhe died in 
.,, ing 

Wurm the Priſoner had proceeded 


of thus far, in Order to conceal her Guilt, 


the dragged the dead Body of her 
Aunt out of the Waſh-Houle into the 
Kitchen, took her Watch - and ſome 
Silver Spoons, and hid them under the. 


Water- Tub. After this, ſhe took off 
her Apron, (which was wreaking wet 


with the Blood of her Aunt) and ta- 

ing the bloody Knife, and Handker- 
04 ſhe rolled them all up together, 
and thre them into the Copper. 

TuIs done, the farther to hide her 
Guilt, ſhe immediately cut her own 
Wriſts acroſs; and then being in a, 
very bloody Condition, ſhe opened the, 
Street-Door, and alarined the Neigh- + 
bours by crying out, Murder, Thieves! 
Help for God $ Sake; and the like. 

- . SEVERAL Perſons came ſoon to her 
Aſſiſtance, who enquiring the Cauſe 
of her Exclamation, and at the ſame, 
Time, ſeeing her herſelf” all bloody; 
was thus anſwered, by bet; That four. 


Men 


Men or Ruffians had broken into the 
Back Part of the Houſe, had mur- 
dered her Aunt, robbed her of her 
Watch and ſeveral Silver Spoons ; and 
that ſhe, endeavouring to ſave her Aunt, 
from their Cruelty, had both her 
Wriſts cut acroſs by them. 
Tux Neighbours, upon hearing 
this Story, and not then baving any 
Suſpicion, that the Relator had been 
the Aſſaſſin of the Deceaſed, went 
backwards immediately in Search of 
the four Men. They ſaw the Waſh- 
houſe in great Confuſion ; but they 
could not diſcover the leaſt Traces of 
the four pretended Murderers, nor any 
Foot-ſteps of the Story ſhe had told, 
them. At length, one more curious, 
than the reſt, looking into the Copper, 
diſcovered a Woman's Apron freſh 
wet with human Blood. Making 
_ farther Search under the Water-Tub, 
. up in a Corner, among ſome Dirt, 
was found the Watch and Silver 
Spoons; all which appeared to have 
been put there but very lately, 
Wren the Neighbours had finiſh- 
ed their Search after the four pre- 
tended Murderers, they then began 
to reflect on the great Improbabiluy, 
chat four Thieves and Murderers 
ſhould break into Mrs. Walker's 
_ Houſe, murder and rob ber, and 
_ after that, hide the Things they had 
70 0 Nee e get One of 
the Neighbours knew the bloody 
Apron 7 5 be the Priſoner'e, had ſeen 
her often wear it, and thereupon 
charged her with being concerned in 
the Murder. But the ſtifly denied it; 
and urged, that though the Apron 


1 4 


was her's, yet that it became fo bloody 
from the Cuts the Murderers had given 


her acroſs her Wriſts; and that it be- 


ing then fon], and ſhe being uſed to 


put foul Clothes into the Copper, ſhe 
had taken it off, thrown it in there, 


and had thereupon put on a clean 
one. | | | 
Tax Neighbours not ſatisfied with 
theſe Excuſes, and having a ſtrong 
Suſpicion, that ſhe was concerned in 
the Murder of her Aunt, ſecured her, 
that ſhe might be examined before the 
Coroner and his Inqueſt, when they 
ſhould fit upon the Body of the de- 
ceaſed. | | 


Tur Churchwardens and Officers: - 
of the Pariſh, wherein this Murder 
happened, ſent an Aecount of it to 


the Coroner of the County of Surry, 
who the next Morning early ſum- 
moned Eight Houſholders out of the 
Pariſh of St. Mary, Rotherhithe, Eight 
Houſhelders out of the Pariſh of St. 


Fohn, Hor/lydown, and right Houſ- 


10lders/ont of the Pariſh of St. Giles, 


Camberwell, to be a Jury to enquire, 
in Behalf of our Sovereign Lord the 


King, into the Caule of the Death of 


Mrs, Suſannah Walker, Widow, late 


the Wife of Mr. Leonard Walker, a: 
Timber Merchant. Accordingly, the 


Coroner and his Jury fat on the Body. 


of the Deceaſed, the next Day, abont 


Four o'Clock, in t er noon, at 


the Neighbourhood, and within: 4 
few Doors of Mrs. Walters Houſe; : 
Tus Coroner baying ſworn his Jary - 
to make true Inquiry: into the Cauſe . 
of W 


www ff * 


* 
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eath, they firſt 
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proceeded to take a particular View 


of the Body of the Deceaſed; and 
here they found, that ſhe' was mur- 
dered by ſome Perſon or Perſons with 
aKnite, by cutting of her Throat. They 
likewiſe found, that ſhe had not re- 


_ ceived any other Wound in ney other 


Part of her Body. 

„Tun Jurors; fatisfied that the De- 
cxaſed met her Death from the a- 
bove Cauſe and Violence, proceed to 
examine ſuch Perſons, Neighbours, 
who firſt entered the Houſe, and ſaw 
the Deceaſed Joon after her adoppy 


Cataſtrophe.” ' 


SEVERAL Perſons were exaniined, 
who all depoſed to the Effect follow- 
ing: That on laſt Night between the 
Hburs of Eiglit and Nine O'Clock, 
they being then in the Neighbour- 


hood; were alarmed with an Outcry 


of Thieves, Murder, Se, that going 
towards the Deceaſcd's "Houle, they 


met the Prifoner in a very bloody 


Condition; which they expreſſing 
their great Surprize at, ſhe told them, 
that four Thieves had broke into the 


_ Honfe, murdered her Aunt, and had 


liked to have killed her too; t hat there- 
opon, they went immediately into the 


Houſe, and faw the Deceaſed lying in 


the Kitchen wallowing i in her Gore; 


that at this Time, they had not the 


leaſt Suſpicion, that the Priſoner” was 


| guilty of the Murder. They then 
went back ds into the 'Waſh: houſe 
bt 7 Manner the "Thieves, 


to ſet in 


had broke i in; but that after the had 
| looked about witli the utmoſt li- 
gence they could not diſcover any” 
Place where any Perſon had broke in; 

| _ then began to ſuſpect that the 


thence into the Kitchen.“ 


Priſoner to be ſecured, in 


181 


Deceaſed did not meet ber Death in 
the Manner related by her Niece; that 
thereupon, they began to ſearch about 
to ſee, whether the Murderers had 
concealed themſelves; ; that ſo doing, 
they looked into the Copper, that 
being a Place that would hold a Man; 
that looking in there they at once 
diſcovered a Woman's Apron, with: 


a Caſe-knife and Handkerchief rolled 


up; that having found theſe Things, 
they taxed the Priſoner with being 
concerned in the Murder. of her Aunt; 
they taxed her ſo cloſe with it, that 


ſhe ſwooned away, that ſoon after 
the came to herſelf, and that ſhe 


denied her being guilty ; that upon 


making a further Search they found 


under a great Water- tub which ſtood: 
up in the Cornor of the Waſh-houſe, 
Mrs. Walker's Watch, and ſeveral 
Silver Spoons: that they charged the 
Priſoner with puttin ng the faid Things 
there ; but chat alſo/ ſhe ſtifly denied ; 


that they came to a Concluſion among 


themſelves, that the Priſoner! had 
murdered Ret Aunt-; and that ſhe Had 
done it in the Wach-houſe, and that 
the Body was afterwards dragged from! 


for theſe Reaſons they had cauſed the 

Order for 
her Examination e Corvner 
and his ban the Nl , 8 


9 2 


Poster ae ige Paitoner to 1 

gf r of her Aunt, 
the Coroner ordered we Priſoner 5 be 
brought in; when he ſwore her to 


1 1880 the Tom! in anſwer to all thoſe 
eee 


And that 


Queſtions he ſhould alk her relative to 
the Death of Mrs. Su/annah Walker, 
her Aunt. 
P know the D 
Mrs. Suſannah Walker? 
2 Edm. Yes, Sir. 
Cor. Is that her —_— which lies 
there, now dead ? 
Edm. It is, Sir. 
Cor. How long have you lived with 
the Deceaſed ? 
Eqdm. I came out of Yorkſhire, ſome 


Time in October laſt, and have lived | 


with her ever ſince. 
Cor. Are you related to the De- 
ceaſed ? 


Eqdm. She is my Aunt by the Mar- 


. riage of my Mother's Brother. 

Cor. Was you in your Aunt's Houſe 
laſt Night, from Dark till you made 
an Outcry in the Neighbourhood on 
the Murder of your Aunt ? | 

Edm. I was not out all Day. 

Cor, Pray, than obſerve, you are 
here upon Oath, and you are defired 
to give the Gentlemen preſent a true 
and faithful Account of what you 
know relating to the Murder of your 
Aunt? 

Edm. As 5 was fitting by the Fire 
Side in the Kitchen with my Aunt, 


four Men ſuddenly ruſhed in, and 


laying violent Hands on her, took 
from her her Watch then hanging 


on the Chimney-Piece ; my Aunt 


made great Reſiſtance, and cried out 
Thieves, Murder, Sc. Whereupon 
one of the Ruffians took up a Caſe- 
knife which then laid on the Table 
before us, and ſwore he would cut her 
Throat, and which he immediately 


ul 


did, and then ſhe fell upon the Flour ; 


whiz ſhe has lain ever ſince. --Whil&- 
they were doing this, T oppoſed them 


to the utmoſt of my Power ;—which 
cauſed them to threaten my Life ; I 
had hold of my Aunt, and en- 


deavoured to hinder them from mur- 
dering her; — I would have pulled 


her from them hereupon, they 
to make me let go my Hold cut both 
my Hands croſs the Wriſts, as you 
now ſee. 

Cor. Should you know the four 
Men if you were to ſee them again? 

Edm. Yes I ſhould, for they are 
the ſame four Men, who yeſterday 
Fortnight at Night, broke into the 


Waſh-houſe, and on my crying out 
Thieves, Murder, Sc. they all jum- 
ped out * and ſo made their Eſ- 


cape. 
| oh How were they drefled? 
Adm. Two were dreſſed as Water- 
men, and two as Sailors. | 
Cor. Is this A pron your's? 
2 Ves, it is mine. 


Cor. Was this the Apron you had 


on when the Thieves broke in, and 
murdered your Aunt? 

Edm. It is the Apron, that 1 
uſually wore when I was doing wy 
Houthold Buſineſs. | 

Cr. Give an Account, how it 
came to be put into the Copper ? 

Edm. In defending my Aunt, the 
Blood which ran in Streams from her 


Throat, all blooded my Apron, in 


we gs a Manner, that I could not beat 


; ſo J pulled it off, and threw it 


wb the Copper, _ w_ 1 por on 
a clean one. 7 


C Cor. Is 


| 
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Cor. Is this Watch your Aunt” 7 
Edm. Ves. 
| Cor. And ſol ſuppoſe, theſe Silver 
| Spoons are her's ? 
Edm, Yes. 
oy Gr... Do you * any Thing of 
theſe Things being put under the 
Water-tub ? 
Edi. 1 know nothing about them, 
_ beſides, this, that, the Thieves took 
them from my Aunt. | 
Cor. You may withdraw. 
Tur the Jury weighing the ſeve- 
ral Circumſtances of this Affair came 
to the following Concluſion, That 
Mary Edmondſon was guilty of 
% murdering Mrs. Suſannah Walker, 
Widow, by cutting of her Throat 
:< witha Caſe- knife, in a moſt bar- 
8 barous, cruel and inhuman Man- 
"ME 
Upon this Verdict, the Coroner, 
Harvey Adlon, Eſq; made out his 


Warrant for her Commitment to the 
. "Cuſtody of the Keeper of the County 


Gaol; and that Night the Conſtable 


brought her to the New Gael, in the 


Borough of S:uthwark, Here ſhe 
arrived 


a Bottle of Wine with the Conſtable 
and ſome other Gentlemen, 
having the leaſt Concern or Terror 
on her Spirits. When ſhe was carried 
backwards to be locked up amongſt 
the Women Priſoners, the Sight of 
ſeeing ſo many of her Sex, (and two 
of them for Murder) in Confinement, 

did not ſhock her in the leaſt. 1 
On the Sunday Morning when they 
unlocked the Priſoners, in che Wo- 


Almighty: 


ſoon after Nine, and tarried 
near an Hour in the Lodge, and drank 


without 


men's Ward, he hened ſomewha 


affected, and it was thought that bet 
Conſcience prick'd her fo ſenſibly, 
ſhe was diſpoſed to make a' Con- 
feſſion of the whole bloody Tranſ- 
action; but when ſhe was queſtioned 


about it, ſhe was: ſtill in the ſame 


Story. Two Reverend Clergymen 
attended her, and preſſed her, with 


all the Energy in their Power, to be 


ingenious, and confeſs her Guilt ; 


for. notwithſtanding © there was no 


Perſon in the Houſe but herſelf when 
this Murder was committed, yet the 


. Circumſtances againſt - her were ſo | 


ſtrong, that it would be impoſſible 


ſhe ſhovid be acquitted on her Trial; 


they laid before her the horrible Crime 
of Murdec and Blood-guiltineſs ; and 
told her tho' her Crime was fo. foul, 

and of ſo deep a Dye, yet, on her 
Confeſſion, and a ſincere Repentance, 
ſhe might hope for Mercy from God 
| but while ſhe continued 
ſtubborn and hard hearted, all her 
Devotion was to no Purpoſe, for her 
Conſcience being ſo ſear'd, and her 
Heart ſo hardened, her Endeavours 
to make her Peace with God, whom 


ſhe had ſo greatly offended, would be 


ineffectual. 

THESE Rune bbs were to no 
Manner of Purpoſe; ſhe ſtill con- 
tinued in the ſame Story that ſhe be- 
gun with. | 

ON Sunday the 5th of March, ſhe 

could not be prevailed on to take the 
leaſt Nouriſhment, but ſeemed in a 
kind of Deſpondency, more eaſy to 
be conceived than expreſſed. That 


Day ſhe ſent a n for her Siſter, 


and 
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and Brother-in-Law, and deſired that 
they would come the next Day, which 
they did accordingly, At the firſt 
Interview of the two Sifters, there 
was ſuch a melancholy Scene pre- 
ſented itſelf as cannot be well deſcri- 
bed. Her Siſter fell on her Knees to 
her, and ſaid, O dear Melly, for 
« God's Sake, confeſs the Murder ; 
“ you have certainly ſpilled my dear 
« Aunt's Blood; and you know ſhe 
was better to us than it was in the 
« Power of our Parents to be. How 
can you deny it! God Almighty 
% will never have Mercy on you, if 
« you will not confeſs, and repent of 
this wicked Deed !” The unhappy 
Siſter, was all this Time in a Flood 
of Tears, as was her Huſband ; who 
likewiſe, with all the Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion of an affectionate Rela- 
tion begg'd her to make a Confeſſion, 
and caſe her troubled Conſcience. But 
ſhe replied, ©** You need not grieve 
re for me, for I am as innocent, Siſter, 
cas the Babe that is in your Womb; 
« jt was four Men that broke in 
© backwards, and murdered my 
„ Aunt; I never had the leaſt In- 
e tention of Harm to ber in my Life, 
% and I wonder what can make you 
e think that I did it.“ She faid all 
| theſe Words with a ſeeming Uncon- 
cern ; and tho' many Tears were ſhed 
by her Siſter and Brother and all the 
Byſtanders ; yet it was obſerved that 
not one Tear fell from her Eyes. 
On Thurſday, the 1ſt of March, 
ſhe was told by one of the Neigh- 
bours, that her Aunt was to be buried 
that Evening at Chrifi-Church in 


Surry, near the Remains of her Un- 


cle; the ſaid her Aunt had deſired 


that in her Will; bat ſhe thought it 


ſignified very little when a Perſon was 
dead where they are buried, 

On Friday the 2d of March, in 
the Evening, ſhe was attended by two ' 
worthy Divines of the Church of Eng- 
land, who prayed with her upwards 
of an Hour; ſhe behaved with great 
Decency, and ſeeming Compoſure of 
Mind, during the Time of Prayers. 
This Evening ſhe was mightily preſſed 
to make a Confeſſion, and clear her 


Conſcience ; her Anſwer was, © My 


« Father will be in Town in a Day 
«© or two, and what J have to fay, I 


e will ſpeak to him, and him only,” 


Tur next Day her Father came to 


Town from Yorkſhire, and went to 


the New Gaol to viſit his unfortunate 
Daughter; the poor old Man was fo 
ſtruck with Grief and Sorrow, that 
he conld hardly prevail with himſelf 


to enter her Apartment; but at length, 


being deſirous of having the Truth, 
he ventured-to go in; and, in the 
moſt tender Manner imaginable, con- 


jured her to tell him the Truth of the 


whole Matter, for he ſhould never 
reſt unleſs ſhediſcloſed what ſhe knew 
concerning the Murder of her Aunt. 
She ſaid in the moſt ſolemn Manner, 
« Dear Father, J am not guilty, in 
e any Degree, of this Murder, as 1 


e hope for Salvation from God-Al- 


„ mighty; it was four Men that 
„„ broke into the Houſe backwards, 


« and dragged my Aunt out of tbe 
«© Waſk-houſe, and cut her Throat; 
« the Bruiſes on theſe poor Fingers 1 


« . p Zed be —— 1 B 2. — 
EEE edt ei — ms 


60 got ö 


| " ; 
* , PO We ROO ECT ²˙¹wm ͤ —-òQ.U!Q. 8 2 Ma — nn 5 " >. — 
* b 9 r ³ĩðÄͤ ⁵²¹¹iAim. ² ²ꝛQ YE IE EET, i Ons. Hoon. EFT... ——_— 
— 3 DIES © + > - "WF= 3 OE TER Sor 5 - . : a i 
— . 4 OY 


7. got oy” ſhutting the Street Door 
te after me when I ran out to call the 
« Neighbours; as for the Cut on my 
« Wriſt, that was done by one of 
ce the Men in the Struggle, I would 


«ſcorn to tell you a Lye, and was I 


„ to die this Night for it, I could 


te ſay no more.” 


Hk Father viſited her the Day 


following, with two Clergymen, who 


pray'd with her for ſome Time, and 
ſhe made the ſame Declaration to them 
that ſhe had to her Father. She was 
afterwards daily viſited by her Father, 


ſo long as his Buſineſs would permit 


him to tarry in London; and ſhe, by 


many Aſſeverations, denying the Mur- 
der, the old Man at laſt was incli- 


nable to think her innocent; tho' he 


ſaid it was very extraordinary that his 


Daughter ſhould deny the Murder, 
when ſo many concurring Circum- 
ſtances appeared againſt her, and not 
one in her Favour. 

Wurd the Father Lk his laſt 
Fare wel, ſhe appeared in ſome Agony 


on his Departure, but in a very ſhort 


Time recovered herſelf, She always 
lived ſparingly, and could not be pre- 
vail'd on to drink any Thing with the 
People who came out of Euriokity to 
ſee her. 

THz tenth Day of ber Confine- 
ment ſhe bad an Iron put on her left 
Leg, to try if that would make any 
Impreſſion upon her; but it had no 
manner of Effect, ſhe appearing and 
e the ſame as ſhe had done 
from the Beginning; and ſaid ſhe did 
not mind her Fetters, as ſhe was an 
innocent Woman, and hoped it would 
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be found out in a very ſhort Time 


who were the Perſons that were the 


Cauſe of the Misfortunes and Sorrows 
that ſhe ſuffered. 
ABOUT a Fortnight after her Com- 


mitment ſhe was ſeized with a ſlight 
Indiſpoſition, which continued a few 


Days: During her Illneſs a Gentle- 
man belonging to the Gaol carried up 
to her a Piece of Cake and a Glaſs of 
Wine; but ſhe refuſed to taſte any 
Thing; and the Gentleman offering 
to ſalute her, ſhe puſh'd him from 
her, ſaying © You ſhall not kiſs me 
nov; you ſhall ſtay till I come un- 
< der the Gallows.” 

Wuren a Fetter was put upon her 
Leg, ſhe pretended to faint away ; but 


- ſoon recovered herſelf : A fiolation of 
| her's ſtanding by, told her if the had 


well conſidered of what ſhe was about 
to do, and not liſten'd to the Seduce- 
ments and Inſtigations of the Devil, 
ſhe would not been under ſuch AfﬀMic- | 
tion, © Well, Sir, (faid ſhe) let me 
«© hear no Reflection from you; I 
ce think Iam-now ſufficiently puniſh- 
ed; and, God knows my Heart, I 
«© do not deſerve i it.“ 

Son Time before the Aſſizes ſhe 
order d a Suit of Mourning to be made, 
in which ſhe intended to take her 
Trial ; but did not make the leaſt Pre- 
paration for it, well knowing ſhe could 


ay but little in her Defence that would 


avail her. 8 
ON Wedneſday the ewenty-ninth 
of March, ſhe was carried in a com- 
mon Waggon, with the other Pri- 
ſoners, from the New Gaal to King/ton 
upon Thames ; z and there put into the 

| Stockbouſe 
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Stockbouſs Priſon in that Town. 
Where the was kept till the Saturday 
following ; when about Eight o'Clock 
that Day in the Morning ſhe was 
brought to the Bar, when the follow- 
ing Freeholders of the County of Surry 
were W Z. 


Joſe ph Rilev, I] Villiam Griffn, 
William Brown, Henry Roke, 
Milliam Hunt, || Thomas Allen, 
Daniel Bullen, || 7 ames Cox, 
Thomas Heath, || Fohn Honour, 
Joſepb King, | George alter. 
MARY EDMONDSON Spinſter, 


lat of the Pariſh of St. Mary Rother- 
hith, in the County of Surry, was 
indicted, for that ſhe, not having the 
Fear of God before her Eyes, but be- 
being moved and ſeduced by the In- 
ſtigation of the Devil, in the Pariſh 
. aforeſaid, and County aforeſaid, on 
the 23d Day of February laſt, on one 
Suſannah Walker, Widow, in the 
Dwelling-houſe of the faid Su/annah, 
then and there being, in the Peace of 
God, and our Sovereign Lord the 
King, wilfully, and of her Malice 
afore-thought, then and there did 


make an Aſſault, and with a certain 


Knife, of the Value of one Penny, 
which ſhe then had and held in her 


Right Hand, on the Throat of the ſaid 
Suſannah, near the Jaw- bone, did give 


one mortal Wound, of the Breadth 


of three Inches, and the Depth of five 
Inches, of which Wound ſhe the ſaid 
Suſannab inſtantly died. 

"Sur was a ſecond Time indicted on 
the Crozer's Inqueſt for feloniouſly 


Murder. 


Proſecution. 


alker a Viſit; 


ſlaying the faid Suſannah Walter, 
1 on the 23d Day of February 
aſt 
SH was a third Time indicted for 
ſtealing a Silver Watch, and other 
Things in the Dwelling-houſe of the 
faid Suſannah Walter. To all which 
Indictments ſhe pleaded Net Guilty... 
THe Counſel tor the Crown open- 
ed the Nature of the Indictment to the 
Court and Jury, by ſetting forth, that 
they had no poſitive Proof of the Mur- 
der, but that they could produce ſo 
many concurring Circumſtances as 
would put it beyond Doubt, that the 
Priſoner at the Bar committed this 
As to thoſe Circumſtances, 
they ſaid, they would not aggravate, 
but leave the whole Deciſion to the 
Gentlemen of the Jury, after they had 
heard the ſeveral Witneſſes that were 
to be examined on the Part of the 
The Counſel then pro- 
ceeded to call their Witneſſes. | 
Ann Toucher, I was intimate with 
the Deceaſed, and uſed to be with 
her frequently ; I lived but juſt over 
the Way ; ſome Time before this 


| Murder ſhe ſaid that ſhe had loft. 


Coals out of her Coal-Hole, and ſhe 
could not account for i-, for her Niece, 
the Priſoner at the Bar, had told her, 
that ſhe believed ſome Body came in 
backwards, and ftoie them, 
2. Was you at Mrs. Walker's Houſe | 
on Friday the 23d of February | 
laſt, : 
Toucher. I was; I went to pay Mrs. 
it was about Half an - 
Hour after Seven o Clock ; I knock d 
at che Door, and the Priſoner let me 
D Mz 


tie]. 


the Deceaſed was ſitting by the 
Fice. ſide 3 in a Chair, and the Priſoner 
was ſcowering a Candleſtick; 
was no one elſe in the Houſe M that 
Time but the Deceaſed and the Pri- 
ſoner.— The Priſoner was in her com- 
mon Dreſs, and had on a check 
Apron. One Rebeccab Sporrow uſed 


to come about Nine o' Clock every 
Night to lie with the Deceaſed, which 


ſhe had done ever fince ſhe loſt 'her 
Husband, but ſhe was not there at that 
Time, — Atlout Eight o'Clock at 
Night we were alarmed with the Cry 
of Murder, and the Priſoner ſaid, that 
ſome Men had broke in backwirds, 
and murdered her Aunt.—After Mr. 
Fefferys and the other Executors had 
examined all Matters, they had ſome 
Reaſon to believe that the Friſoner 
knew. ſomething of the Affair more 
than ſhe would diſcover, and that 
Night the Murder was done, the Pri- 


ſoner lay at my Houſe with my Maid 


and another Woman.— There was 
Care taken of her that ſhe ſhould not 
Eſcape. The Coroner was ſent for 
the next Day I faw the Deceaſed, 
the fame Night that ſhe was murdered; 
ſhe was bloody, and was fat in aChair; 
her Throat was cut ;— The Priſoner 
was under a great Diſorder, in my 
Opinion, when ſhe came to my Houle. 
— After the Priſoner was ſecured, the 
Neceſſary was ſearched, and ſome 
Coals found, which were the Coals 
that was miſſing, that the Deceaſed 
complained of having lott. 

9. from the Priſoner's Counſel. Was 
there no Back Yard wacre People might 
break in ro commit the Murder, 


"Toucher, There was a Back Yard, 


there 


that; 


out Murder! 


but I think they could not break in ; ; 
there was no Sign of 1t. | 
Elizabeth Lawſon, I live near Mrs, 
Walker, oppoſite to her. 

2. Did you know any Thing about 
the Alarm of Coals being ſtolen ? . 
Lawſon, ] have frequently heard of 
I was at the Deceaſed's Houſe 
about a Quarter after Seven, and then 
the Priſoner was ſcowering Braſſes. 

9. What Dreſs: was the Priſoner 
then in ? 

Lawſon. I can ſay nothing to that, 
for I took no Notice of her Dreſs. 

2, Do you know what Apron the 
had on? 

Lawſon. I took no Notice of that, 

Ruth Tagg. I was going down Ro- 
therhith with Oyſters, and about 
Eight o'Clock at Night, on the 23d 
of February, I ſaw the Priſoner come 
out of Mrs, Yalker's Door; ſhe cry'd 
Murder! Murder! 
Murde:!—T heard the Left-Hand-Side 
of the Door open, and ſeeing a Wo- 
man come to the Step of the Door it 
alarmed me, and the Neighbourhood. 
— Mrs. Odell. aſked what was the 
Matter; and the Priſoner run directly 
to Mrs. Odell's Door, and cry'd out 
Murder, and all the Way (ke went ſhe 


cry d out Murder, till I had loft Sight 


of her. 
Sarah Odell. I live right oppoſite. 


Mrs. #alker,—On the 23d of Fe- 
bruary, about Eight o'Clock at Night, 


the Priſoner came running to my 
Houſe, crying out Murder ! they have 
killed my aunt. She ſaid but a very 
ſhort Time at my Houſe, and went 
out again 


To Jeps 1 I remember the 
Alarm 


151 


Alarm of Murder being cry'd out on 
the 23d of February, about Eight 
o'Clock in the Evening—The Pri- 
ſoner came into the Noab's Ark Ale- 
houſe, which is about fifty Yards 
from the Dwelling-Houſe of Mrs. 
Walker, 
rectly into the Houſe, and ſaw the 
Deceaſed with her Throat cut, lying 
on the Ground, and her Neck to- 


wards the Fire.—A little Table ſtood 
Juſt before the Deceaſed, and it ap- 


pear'd as if the Deceaſed had been 
murdered as ſhe ſat in her Chair, and 


| had fallen out of it on the Ground 1 
thought it very odd that this Woman 


ſhould be murder'd in this Manner, 
and aſk'd the Neighbours what ſort 
of a Girl this was the Priſoner was 
then at Mrs, Odell s Houſe. She was 
examined, and the Account ſhe gave, 
was, that four Men broke in back- 
wards, and one of them brought her 
Aunt into the Ground' Room next the 
Street, and ſet her in a Chair; and cut 
her Throat; the ſaid that the tall 
Man in a Waiftcoat, and Jockey's 
Cap bid her hold her Tongue, or elſe 

they would kill her. I obſerved a 
Mark on her Left-Hand, as if it was 
cut with a Knife, and her Fingers on 
the Left-Hand were bruiſed; which 
ſhe ſaid was occaſioned by being g jam- 
| med between the Door and the Door- 
Poſt, She then pretended to fall into 
a Fit, which I] believe ſhe ſhamm'd. 
An Officer ſtanding by at that Time, 
I thought it proper that ſhe ſhould be 
taken into Cuſtody ; for I was of O- 


pinion ſhe herſelf was the Murderer 


of her Aunt. That Night ſhe lay at 


the Deceaſed —Þ went di- 
ceaſed when you firſt found her ? 


Mrs. Teucher's, having two Women 
with her.— The next Day ſhe faid 
much the ſame as ſhe had done be- 
fore, that four Fellows had broke in 
at the Back Door, and done the Mur- 
ger. 
9. In what Situation was the De- 


Holl:way. She lay on her Right | 
Side, as if juſt fell out of the Chair. | 

9. Did not you obſerve ſome Blood 
on the Priſoner's Apron? 

Holloway. There was Blood on her 
Apron, which was a check Apron, 
and Blood on the Priſoner s Cap, on 
the Left Side of it. 

Jyobn Hiller, I knew the deceaſed 
Suſannah Walker, and was at her 
Houſe about a Quarter after Eight at 
Night on the 23d of February laſt: 

The Priſoner ſaid her dear Aunt was 
murdered in the Ground Floor next 
the Street. I went into Mrs Walker's 
Houſe, and ſaw the Deceaſed lying 
with her Throat cut; ſhe lay on her 
Right Side, and her Forehead appeared 
to be very much- bruiſed ; and the 
Chair that the Deceaſed ſat in was 


broke by her ſtruggling. I obſerved 


a Cut in her under Lip, and her Cap 
lay by her ſoaked in Blood; I did not 
obſerve any other Marks. The fame 
Evening that this happened the Pri- 
ſoner was blooded at Mrs. Campora's, 
juſt oppoſite to the Deceaſed's Houſe. 


J aſked her how this happen'd ; ſhe 
ſaid four Men broke in at the Back 


Door, and a tall Man in a Jockey's 
Cap forced her Aunt into a Chair, 
then threw her on the Ground, and | 
killed her, and they told the Priſoner, 

D 2 if 


CE — Lo r 
2 - —— 1 a 
+> 4 — ů — 5 33 


—— — — — 22 


yn po DO 


erg em ane — . — Q ³˙ wm x IR Pen e 
n. . 

FFF 0 a — 

— P 2 — Sven 


[ 16 ] 


if ſhe would hold her Tongue they 


would not murder her; and then 


three of the Men had a Candle, and 


Mood at the Foot of the Chamber 
Door, as if they intended to go up 


Stairs, and the tall Fellow took the 


Watch that hung over the Mantle- 
Piece, and while he was doing this, 
that ſhe the Priſoner took an Oppor- 
tunity to ſlip back the Lock of the 
Street Door, which was a Spring- 
Lock, and got into the Street, and in 
doing this, the ſaid her Fingers were 
6a af between the Door and the 


| oor-Poſt, as ſhe went to ſhut the 
Door. 


I obſerved that the Fingers on 
the Priſoner's Leſt Hand were bruiſed, 
and that her Cap was bloody on the 


Left Side; the next Day we all went 


with the Coroner to ſearch the Houſe 
of the Deceaſed. After ſearching ſe- 
veral Places, we went into the Waſh- 
Houſe, and I found this Knife, which 
was all bloody, quite up to the Handle, 
in the Aſh- Hole under the Copper. 
[Then the Knife was produced in 
Caurt, which-was a large Caſe Knife, 
and was all covered with Blood. 
Thomas Savage. I am the Conſtable 
that took the Priſoner into Cuſtody, 
and the Knife now produced is the 


dame that Mr. Hillyer gave to me; it 


is one of the Knives which belonged 


to the Deceaſed, for in the Drawer 


Joſt under the Window, where the 
Deceaſed was, I found ſeveral more 


Of the fame Sort and Make. 


Jobn Warren. On the 23d of Fe- 
Bruary, about Eight O'Clock in the 
Evening, hearing a Noiſe, as T fat 
with my Family, I ran to Mrs. Wal- 


ter's Houſe, and found ſhe was mur- 
dered ; the was then fat in a Chair; 


Mrs. Toucher was there at that Time, 
and ſaid to me, 1f you do not go home 


with me, I ſhall die. 
Coroner was ſent for. 


Mr. Acton, the 
I pulled out 


this bloody Apron from the Copper in 


the Waſh-houſe, in the Place where 
the Fire burns, and ſaid to the Co- 
roner, Mr. Acton, here is the bloody 
Apron, I am ſure that it is the ſame 
Apron that I found there, becauſe I 
made this Notch in it that I might be 
poſitive when I came before the Court. 

Edward Fefferys. Mrs. Thomas aſked 
the Priſoner, after the bloody Apron 
was found, where the Apron was that 
ſhe went out in, and ſhe ſaid the had 
left it at the Houſe where ſhe was 
blooded. There is a Mark on the 


| Apron where ſhe fell down in the 


Dirt, and daubed it. 

| Then the bloody Apron was produced 
in Court; and the Apron that the Pri- 
foner went out in to alarm the Neigh- 
hour hood of the Murder; and that the 
Apron was a Check one, but a different. 
Kind of Check to what the bloody Apron 
was, and had ſome Kennel Dirt on it, 
which was cauſed by the e 8 Tal- 
ling down in the Street.] 


Mr. Jefferys. She denied the bloody 
Apron, and ſaid it did not belong to 
her, and that ſhe knew nothing of 
the Knife, but when it was compared 
with thoſe in the Deceaſed's Drawers, 


it tallied exactly with them. Being 


one of the Executors to the Deceaſed, 
I was ſent for from the Horns at Cuc- 
keld's Point, where I had appointed 
t0 78 that Evening with ſome F 8 
an 
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and when I came to the Deceaſed's 
Houle, I found ſhe was murdered, as 
has already been given an Account 
of ;,—when the Deceaſed was taken 
up from the Ground, the Keys dropt 
out of her Petticoats, or ſome Part of 


her Cloaths. Mr. Chapman and I went 


up and fearched che Drawers ;—We 
did not find the leaſt Confuſion or 
Diſorder above Stairs, for every Thing 
was ſife; we found in the Drawers, 
a Si'ver Tankard, tome Spoons, Bills, 
and Effects to the Amount of 120 l. 
— We ordered the Neceſſary-Houſe to 
be ſearched, and there was a great 
many large Coals found in it, a Stone 
Bottle, and ſome other Things that 
had been miſſing, and which the De- 
ceaſed complained of being robbed 
off, She often told me that ſhe had 
been robb'd, but I could not believe any 


ſuch Thing; for I uſed to tell her that 


the would find the Thief near Home. 
When the Priſoner was examined, 
the always {aid that four Men broke 
in backwards—her Fingers on the 
Left-Hand were cut, which ſhe faid 
was done in ſhutting the Street Door. 
— The Night this Murder was done, 
the Priſoner had a clean Cap on, and 
a bloody Cap was brought the next 
Day by the Maid who lives at the 


Noab's Ark Alehouſe; and the Pri- 


ſoner owned it was hers ;—it was 
bloody on the Left Side. 
{Then the Priſoner's bloody Cap was 
Pereroduced in Count. 
2. How far is the Waſh-houſe from 
the Deceaſed's Dwelling Houſe. 
 Feferys, It joins to the Dwelling 
Houle, 09s, | 


Tm <7 


9. Do you apprehend that any 
Perſon could break in backwards ? 

Fefferys. There was no Sign of it 
— There was no Retreat for Villains 
to get away backwards, 
Edward Fohns. I was employed by 
Mr. Fefferys and Mr. Chapman to 
ſearch the Neceſfary-houſe ; I took up 
the Floor, and in ſearching, I found 
a great many Coals, ſome of them as 
large as a Brick; and I found a new 
Mop and a Stone Bottle. I could 
not find the Watch there, tho' I took 1 


all the Pains I could, but at laſt I 


found it under a Water- Caſk in the 
Yard; and I obſerved that it was 
bloody in ſeveral Places. The Num- 
ber is 160. oo 
Ten the Watch was produced in 
Court; it was in a wooden Caſe, in 
the Nature of a Table-Clock.] 
Mr. Jefferys. I know this to be 
the Watch, for I bought the Caſe. 
Mis. Toucher. This is the ſame that 
hung over the Chimney, Piece when 
was at the Deceaſed's Houſe in the 
Evening, before ſhe was murdered. . | 
Rebecca Sparrow, The Woman 
who uſed to lie with the Deceaſed, was 
called into Court to give Evidence on 
the Part of the Crown, but ſhe being 
a Quaker refuſed to be ſworn, and 
therefore could not give her Tefti- 
mony; for tho' the ſolemn Affirma- 
tion of Quakers, are received as Evi- | 
dence in Courts of Juſtice between 
Party and Party, yet where a Priſoner | 
ſtands at the Bar, on their Trial for 
Life and Death, the Evidence againſt 
them mu, by the Laws of this King- 
dom, be {worn on the Holy Evange- 


1483 


liſts to ſpeak the Truth, the whole 


Truth, and nothing but the Truth, 
FJobn Fordham. I live at Shepherd. 
and-Dog-Stairs, Rotherhith, near the 
Houſe of the Deceaſed Mrs. Walker, 
I never had any Converſation with the 
Priſoner relating to this unhappy Affair, 
only ſhe ſaid that ſhe called out Fobr / 


1 —_ ! at the Time the four Men were 
in the Houſe, --I was at home on the 


Evening of the. 23d of February, but 


l heard nothing of het calling out, and 


T believe, if ſhe had called out I ſhould 


| have heard her, —I ſaw the Priſoner's 


F ingers were bruiſed, which ſhe ſaid 


was done by ſhutting too the Street 


Door. 


- 


Nobert Inwood. I believe it was im- 
poſſible for any Perſon to break in 


backwards. — There is two ſlight 
| Gates backwards, about ſeven Foot 
and a half high, and they were lock'd 
up, and if any Perſon had got over 
them, they muſt have been broke 
| down, for they would not bear a 
Man— If theſe four Men, of whom 


the Priſoner gives an Account, had 
Shi in backwards there muſt have 
een ſome Sign of it; and they had 


7 


no Way to make a Retreat backwards; 
for they muſt have come into a Paſ- 
| fage that leads into the Street, —If 
they bad gone backwards, they muſt 
| have jumped into the Water, or the 
Mud, and been . ſmothered —I faw 
| the Deceaſed Mrs. Walter the Night 
| ſhe was murdered lying on the 
E Ground-Floor, with her Throat cut, 
and when ſhe was lifted up from the 
Ground, her Keys dropp'd out of her 


| Clothes. 


_—_— 


Tus MWitneſs gave the fame Ac- 
count of the Murder (which the Pri- 


ſoner charged on the four Men) as 
the other Witneſſes had done. And 
there were other Witneſſes examined, 
who all agreed in every Particular. 
Tux Witneſſes for the Crown be- 
ing all examined, the Court aſked the 
Priſoner what ſlie could ſay in her 
Defence, for that ſhe ſtood charged 
with the Murder of her Aunt. 


The Priſoner's Defence. 
Ox the 23d of February, in tlie 


Evening my Aunt and I was at work 


in the Kitchen, and ſhe faid to me, 
Melly, when you have | cleaned your 
Braſſes you ſhall go and ſee your Siſter, 
Mrs. Toucher came in to ſee my Aunt, 
and ſtaid about a Quarter of an Haur. 
My Aunt did me light Mrs. Toucher 
home, which } did. When I came 
back again, I ſhut the Street Door 
after me, and we went to Supper. My 


Aunt ſaid ſhe would let the Cat in at 
the Back Door; preſently after ſhe 


went backwards, ſhe called out to me, 
and I aſked her if I ſhould bring her 
the Candle; and ſhe anſwered me 
No; J then fat down in a Chair 
by the Table, and four Men broke 
in upon her; and a tall Man, in a 
white Frock, or a white Waiſtcoat, 


brought my Aunt out of the Waſh- 
houſe by the Neck, [The Priſoner 


here put both her Hands round ber Neck 
fo ſhew the Court in what Manner the 
Man had ſeized her] and fat her in a 
Chair by the Fire-Side; then three 
Men came following, and took hold 


of me, and aſked me if I would die, 


Or 
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or bol my Tongue. 
not ſpeak; the tall Man ſtood over 
me, while the other three Villains 
murdered my Aunt. When they had 
murdered my Aunt they went up 


Stairs; and the tall Mau took my 


Uncle's Watch, and I made my Eſ- 
cape out, and went and alarmed the 
People, and faid they had murdered 
my Aunt ; then I went to the Noah's 
Ark Alehouſe; but how I got there 


- og back again, I do not know, and 


this is all I know abont it. 

Tux the Priſoner was aſked, 
ſhe had any Witneſſes. — She ſaid _ 
had none, 

Ar TER the Judge had ſummed up 
the Evidence to the Jury in a plain 
and eaſy Manner, his Lordſhip added: 
But, Gentlemen, I would have you 
Notice, that in the whole Evidence, 
there is nothing poſitively proving the 
Priſoner to be guilty of the Indictment. 
The whole depends upon Circum- 
ſtances z whether they are probable 
Of improbable j is left to your Conſidera- 
tion; and if when you have laid all 
the Parts of its Circumſtantial Evi- 
dence. together, and you hall give 
Credit to it, then you will find the 
Priſoner guilty of the Indictment ; 
if you ſhould give Credit to what the 
Priſoner has offered in her Defence, 
that ſome other Perſon committed this 
5 Murder, you will then acquit her. 1 
leave it entirely with you, and ſhall 
not give my Opinion, whether the 
Priſoner is guilty or not; I would re- 
commend you, to withdraw and mat- 
urely conſider your Verdict, and it would 
be neceſſary for you to iake with you 


the bloody Knife, Apron, and Cap. 


I Laid I would 


paſs Sentence upon the 


bit 


Foreman. My. Lord, as to the Guilt 
of the Priſoner we are all ſatisfied; 
Whereupon in about five Minutes 


they found her Guilty, DEATH. 


Tu Judge ſoon after proceeded to 
oner, That 
ſhe ſhould be carried froMthence-back 
to the Place from whence the came; 
and remain there till Monday Morn- 


ing ; that then ſhe ſhould be carried to 


Kennington, and hanged on the .Gal- 
lows there till ſhe was Dead, Dead, 
Dead ; on or before the Hour of 
Twelve at Noon, and that afterwards 
her Body ſhould be delivered to the 
Surgeons to be diſſected and anoto- 


miſed, purſuant to a late Act of Par- 


lament made for that Purpoſe, 
Ir is remarkable, that during the 
whole Time of her Trial ſhe never 


changed, her Countenance, or ſeem'd 


in the leaſt affected before that awful 
Court of Juſtice, in which many 
Perſons of Faſhion were afſembled. 
When. the bloody Knife, Apron, Cap, 
and Watch, were produced, tho* 
the whole Court ſeem'd greatly 
ſhock'd, and Tears trickled plentifully 
from the Eyes of many Ladies, yet 
the harden'd Priſoner gave not any 
Signs of the leaſt Contrition. 

SHE was then taken from the Bar 
by the proper Officers, and conveyed 
to the Hoe - Hauſe Priſon amongſt the 
greateſt Crowd of Spectators that was 
ever known at K:ng/ton on ſuch an 
Occaſion. 

HxRRE ſhe was kept locked up in a 
Room by herſelf, her Diet was only 
Bread and Water, and no Perſon was 


allowed to-ſee her, except the Sheriffs 


E 2. Chaplain 
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Chaplata and the Keeper. It was gi- 


ven out on Sunday Morning, That ſhe 
was to go to Church and that a Ser- 
mon was to be preached ſuitable to her 
melancholy Condition. This Report 
brought t Numbers of People 
| Ra the ena Villages to ſee 
er.; but ſhe did not go to Church, 
to their great Diſappointment. | 
Tux next Morning, being Monday 


eee, eee eee 


At the Place of EXECUTION. 


Bee come to the fatal Tree, the 


er up, when her Counte 
To change a little; but 
recovered herſelf, and ſaid, O Lord! 


What is there no Perſon to pray by 
me ?—On which a Gentleman 


ot up 
Into the Cart, and prayed with her 
near a Quarter of an Hour, to which 
the ſeemed very attentive. © A Re- 
lation of hers then got up into the 
Cart, and begged of her, for God's 
Sake, to confeſs the Murder, if the 


was Guilty. She ſaid, & Couſin, 1 


am not guilty of it, as I muſt ap- 
4 pear before the Almighty Godin a 
„ few Minutes; and I go out of the 


« World, as innocent of this Crime, 


us ever I came into the World when 
* my Mother bore me; I would not 
* trifle at this Time, when I ſee Death 
before my Eyes. I lay no Blame 
«© on any one that has been the Cauſe 


* of my coming to this ſhameful End. 


155 | hope God Almighty will forgive 
both them and me; I die in Peace, 
— and truſt in my Saviour and Re- 


Five | 


Teuys 


/ OY 


I 


cock in Kennington-Lane, where the 
Hangman haltered her, 


Kennington- Common. 


Executioner immediately tied. 
. 5 ſeemed 
preſently 


ready. 
the wipe 


The launched into Eternity. 


Lad e Bay 


April the Second, Mr. Hammer, the 
Keeper of the New Gaol in South- 
wark, purſuant to her Sentence, brought 
her from the Stock. Houſe Priſon in 
King/ton hand- cuffed in a Poſt-Chaiſe, 
attended by three Officers, to the Pea- 


She was di- 
rectly put into a Cart, and carried to 


* deemer for Mercy and Forgiveneſs | 
And ꝑood People God bleſs you, 

pray for me.? X* 

Tusk were the laſt Words which 
ſhe ſpoke that could be heard, for then 
the Executioner aſked her if ſhe was 
She faid, Ves, when you 
« will” He then tied on the 2 9 | 
Handkerchief to cover her Eyes, which 
d her Face with at Kingſton 
when upon her Tri$]: And in a Mi- 
nute or two the Cart drew away, when 


IT was about a Quarter after Ten 1 in 
the Morning when ſhe was turn'd off; 
and the Executioner cut. her down a 
{tie before Eleven. She was carried 
back in a Cart to the New Gael, and 
about Three in the Afternoon het 
Body was delivered to Mr. Benjamin 
Cowell, one of the Surgeons belonging 
to St. Thomas's Hoſpital, who had an 
Order from Daniel Ponton, Eſq; to 
receive it, that it might de diſſected 
and anatomiſed, 4 to Act of 
Parliament. Eo, 


